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In contrast to last year's, this current issu&oérwitz Greetings that the spring of the junior year the parents start receiving an ava
brings no remarkable news. It's been a year of consiolid@r us, lanche of adertising brochures from all the dessional photog:
and at times a year of sadness (Richard 3's grandmother died laghers within an hour's drive, offering special deals. Just the basic
spring). Fortunately, we're developing some strong roots in our pdwtosession cosbout $75, but of course many options are avail
community. And Richard 3's “new” (as of Feb 2002) jobticres  able, all of which add to the expense. Several hundred dollars later,

to go well. you end up with a nice giare.
Amy dutifully read the various
Permaculture brochures and discsed their

merits with Richard 4.
Probably the biggest family news this year is Richard 4's accept Not understanding all the
ance to Warren Wilson College, a small, environmentally-focusegloopla, and not caring much
school at the edge of the Appalachians situated just outside of Agf}eanything even remotely fer

ville, North Caroina. mal, Rchard 4 asked Amy if
Like last year, Richard 4 has participated actively in the North she would take his sem photo
field High Ervironmental Club, and led a team of high school stu herself. Amy, whose avocation
dents to a first-place finish in the regional envirothon—-which gaves phot@raphy, was deghted
them a trip to the state finals, where they placed fourth, missing but appréersive. Would she,
third place, and a trophy, by just a hair when they lost a tough tiewith her very limited equip
breaker. Heading off to Warren \fiin represents a dimuation of ment and no dicial studio, be
his interest in the erironment and things like sustainable agricul able to prduce a high quality
ture. image—that Rihard 4 liked?

Speaking of which, Richard 4 has brought a new tpermacul ~ She figired she would give it a

ture, into our fanily's daily vocabulary. Pereculture is basically a try @nd they could always head

philosophy of sus off to a prdessional photoge- _ . o

tainable small-scale pher as a last resort. Richard 4's Senior Picture

organic agiculture. Amy and R4 spent months talkg about the best time (in fall dur
For us its benefit is ing the late afteroon to cature the right light) and the best place (a
that it's eabled us to nearby park where the leaves would be dalpand where Rihard
reduce pretty dna- could get some nice red oaks in the lgoknd). They ended up
atically the amount making three esursions to three different parks during a two week
of lawn we mow and stretch in Octber, and took over 200 shots. Remarkably they ended
has given us die up with one photo they both liked. But the best part of all, for Amy
cious herbs, vege at least, was that she had three perfect autumn hikes with her first
tables, baves, and born and favorite son. She now recommends that everyone take
grains (which R4 is Environmental Club, Team 1 their own senior pitires. The trick is to take enough shots. With

in charge of) just out 200 plus photos, one is bound to turn out well. You can see the one

side the back door. Who knows, maybe he will find a way to turrwe chose (done with the digital camera) to the right and above.
his aptitudes here into a livkood after college.

This year Richard 4 sort of slipped into the chess team withouﬁ{aying at Home
tendng to. Earlier in the year he would often, just to give the reg ;
ular members some variety and have fun, stay after school-Thurs . AMY, who hasn't worked
days and play chess with them. As time went on he did more wi§ince we moved to North
the team, eventually becoming a member himself andimgtks ~ f1€ld, has pretty much fig
way up from number twelve to number eight. Richard is a seniofiréd out this stay-at-home
and so he'll neer find out how well he would have done if he'd ~ Mom stuff, though 2003 is
started playing a few years earlier. But Richard sees chess as al8gifrst year since she was
light, and it's been a lot of fun for him just to be part of a hot di f'itéen that she has had no
sion, and possible state, chgion chess team. earned income at all. iy

. . . . and Amy both like tao
As a high school senior this year Richard 4 needed to have anthings. Every morning Jariya asks Amy where they are going to go.

official seror picture taken. Things sure have changed since AMy i \veeks are filled with blachool. plagroup. dance class

and Richard 3 were teagers: Back then the school photographer | ,nn with Daddy, trips to tfrljea;ljizbry, égwgll asp,the usuakands.
would come and take a few shots of each student using the Sta”élﬂ@also gets to see a lot of her family (who are all in the area). Al
mottled blue b_ackground, deliver the proofs to the school, and thﬁwough Amy ejoys her life right now, part of her feels as though
parents would just order what they wanted. Now what happens $,a's'in maitenance mode (pn’cularl;} when she's cleaning the kit

Amy and Jariya aa Nearby Park




chen, pickng up the house, doing ladry, and cooking). While shement comes directly from the Department ofrilgration and Nat
worries that she
isn©t moving fer
ward with her
own life, at the

tion has been falized in the U.S., the adoption comanity strongly
INS itself is a huge bureaucracy, with long lines at the offices and

not sure where  cess ours and their staff made atake early on). We feel sorry
exactly she wants for the legitmate immigrants whose lives gend on this dgart

to go. As she ment. They are a bit of an emizsnent.

really has no prob
lem filling her
days with child Farewell, Benz
care and home Some of you may
making, right now remember our ex

she doesn©t feel change student, Benz
conpelled to make any big changes. She®©s keeping her eyes opemz spent the 2002-3
though, to new podsilities, and walomes any and all sggdions. academic year with

us. He was a true
J, AR 1Y, A.Enter

ambassdor for his
courtry, giving Thai
Jariya is a joy, though don®©t get us wrong: She is three yearscaltljre presentations
and often behaves accordly. Before we adopted her from Thai to Northfield elemen
land back in 2001 Amy had wies about throwg a wildcard into
what was already a
stable, happy fanty
life. These wories
were toally un
founded. Jaya is a
wonderful, upbeat
child that©s very-en
thudastic about life.
She®©s caught on to
Endish well this past
year and can say pretty
much whateveshe
wants. Her conments
can often be funny.
While watching a fodtall game with dad, she saw the camera panyQjie-nard anti-war activists of
a set of cheerleaders and said, “Daddy, they©re showing their braasts
to everpne.” Just today she was coughand asking for medicine.,
Amy explained to her that she had given her some medicine an
ago and that too much miethe could make her sick, to which-Ja «pgesnet pro-life mean anti-

riya replied, “But | already am sick.”  \y 512" A similar group meets

When asked to spell her name, Jariygyery Satudtay on the town
already a computer #rusast, replies, square. Soniines R3 joins one
“J, A, R, I, Y, A...enter” (which is ex  or arbther of these groups,
actly what she types when she logs ontehich consists mostly of people
our home network). Okay, we admit it:a few years older than him whg
We let our three year-old surf the Net. came into their own during the
Although Jariya can only read a few 60s and early 70s. This group
words, she sure is good at igating to naurally takes a certain amount
her favorite websites (saved as beok of flak from the usual young
marks) like Sesame Street, Nétk guys in pickup trucks. These
odeon, and Tetabbies. She also uses guys can be abusive, dpig
the mouse like a pro, cliagkg on any and throving stuff. They are
thing and everthing. One day she evenhe mirority, though. In reitly,
shut down ougoemwitz.comweb/mail  the vast mrity of pegle who
sewer, thinking that she was all done support our current paties are just average moms and popsimgiv
and, beause it was the end of the day, the paotar should be all  typical, fundional pasermer cars.

done as well. She quickly learned that somepgrrs don©t ever Anvwav. the epibhany came when Amv hapoened twdod
get turned off. yway, piphany w y happ

We are also happy to report that the adoption paperwork is finby Robert Byrd in which Byrd quotes G.M. Bért©Nurenberg
ally, officially, at long last completed. Just last week we receiveiaries, speifically the part where Gilbert tarviews the infamous
Jariya®©s Certfte of Citizenship in the mail. This weighty decu Nazi prgpagandist, Hermann Gaeg. Here is the relevant section:

Amy's Family: Four Generations of Daughters

The Whole Gang (Including Benz!)

June, after an at times tough ten months working to improve his
Endish prdiciency and learning to live with Americans, Benz left
us for his home. It was hard to wave goodbye as his train pulled
of the stdon (yes, he really did leave by train). We keep in touch
with him and hope to see him again someday, maybe even visit hi
in Thailand.

Patriotism, Leadership, and War

ratherabout politics. Last October he had an epiphany about why
aveiage people tend to support the expensive, poorlynpthmork

Jariyain One of Her Favorite Spots the Bush administration is doing in Iraq.

ed to stand during peak
sh hour and hold up paignt,
BH{¢imes amusing, signs like,

1%

Jariya Enjoying Country Life

Resting

uralization Serices (INS). While it©s not required if a child©s adop
recommends agbying for it just to update the INS©s computers. The

same time she©s long waits for pperwork processing (it took them six months to-pro

tary schools and playing on the high school tennis team. This last

Richard 3 has been chafing, not about his job oddly enough, but

On his way into work he pass a busy intersection where a group

Gilbert: We got around to the gabt of war again and | said

destruction.

Gilbert: There is one d#rence.
a demaocracy the ppte have some
say in the matter through their

elected representatives, and in the
United States only Congress can

declare wars.

Goering: But, after all, it is the
leackrs of the country who deter
mine the policy and it is always a
simple mater to drag the pegxe
along, whether it is a democracy
a fascist dictatrship or a Pdia-
ment or a Commurist dictatorship.

In

R4's Pawpaws Seedlings

Goering: Oh, that is all well and good, but, voice or no voice,

people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders. T
is easy. All you have to do is tell them they are being attacke
and deounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism ang&sng

the coutry to damer. It works the same way in any country.

On the Lawn at Carleton

After reading this, Richard understood
how the question of whether to support
the Bushies© 87-billion dollar economic
and international tations debacle has
been turned into a litmus test of courage
andpatriotism It©s actually pretty wious
when you think about it. Most supporters
aren©t gpid or violent peple. They©re
just imocents who have been told that
there©s an evil force in the world threat
ening our naon and the people of Iraq
(which is partly true), and that it would

therefore be not only unpadtic to disgree with the Bushies, but

also dagemous.

school, then the trip might be worth it for that alone.

that, cotrary to [Goeing®©s] attitude, | did not think that the eom
mon pegple are very thankful for
leaders who bring them war and

Fun and Games

For those who like puzzles, we©ve put together a holiday word-
find. In it you©ll see Chnsas, Hanukkah, as well as a little New
Year®©s stuff. | know that there are other major religions that could
be represented here, but we©re only familiar with Jewish and Christ
ian ones. Anyway, pass this on to the kids and see how many words
they can find We®©Il be amazed if anyone can find all the Gias
and Hanukkah words because there®©s stuff in herghéieash(the
middle candle of the menorah) andarnation(the concept of God
becoming humanjerms that | just can©t imagine very manplpeo
know both of, and will look for.

D/REIDELIAOCSTNESERPA
E/OE[S/HAR/ONEMEEGI FT/sN
O T 1 MESSQUAREHSADSNO
JeMBLILT ZIENEX 1VIA[S T1O 1
{E/AE H/SAMAHSSDONNERIT
LR TIs|6 N I[K[clOT SDOIREHTA
TIYEEMSI[LIAICREMMOCUN
S/E/L/PIMETIERNSYRIANSLR
1T EMOCUPIIIDANCEREUOA
M/ FE[S[T I/V[A[LIOF LI GIHTSIsC
HPESOJUDAHMACCIAEBEEN
PIRAIN|CER[IED I TELUYJIRI
N[ EMIE[S 1/W][S[UAIL CIATIN AS[HE

Holiday Wishes

As always, we wish you a lucky, healthy, happy holiday season.

Having come to this realization, when R3 stands out on the stré# ourselves aren®©t particularly healthy right now, but that©s going
watching the moms and pops drive by sporting “supportroops
bumper stickers, he©s not so muclnied to get his back up any
more, or write it off to igorance. (Afer all, there©s nothing wrong
with caring about outroopsand want to bring them all home). Ra
ther, he thinks back to Gaerg©s cyoal asertions about patriotism,

leadership, and war and just hopes Amer
candemocracywill prove them wrong.

Come Visit!

As for the family in general, we©re doing
just fine and our lives aren®©t even parti
larly hectic. One important bit of iforma
tion we should pass on, though, is that w¢
still have an extra bedom (until Jariya
gets big enough to sleep dostairs). If
youC@re in the neigbrhood, therfere, make
a point of stoping by. If you©re lucky, Ri
chard 4 might show you around the garden,
or tell you about our new pawpaws (which Amy at Gooseberry Falls
Richard the text of a speechlidered in October on the Senate floor Someday will prduce the largest fruit of

3%

to end soon (we trust), and we®©re so looking forward to hearing
from, or seeing, everyone this holiday season.

Amy, Richard 3, Rihard 4, and Jariya
Amy@Goerwitz.comRichard@Goerwitz.com
Phone: +1 507 645 7015

any native Amedan tree). Richard 3 could also take you on a tour
of St. Olaf Cdlege, or of Carleton Clglge (where he works). If you
have a cdege-age kid thinkg of going to a topotch liberal arts



