
Goerwitz          Greetings    
Vol. 3, Number 2 Published Annually (Mostly) December 2008

Goerwitz Greetings comes this holiday season after a
year-long hiatus.  The reason for the hiatus is that, for
most of November of 2007, Jariya, Amy, and Richard
were away in Thailand.  On our return we found our-
selves well behind in our Christmas preparations, and

had to rush to host a
December party for
Amy's extended family.
Goerwitz Greetings
simply got lost in the
shuffle.

Maybe you are wonder-
ing what we were doing
in Thailand.

The basic reason for the
trip was to deepen our
collective knowledge of
Jariya's birth country.
By 2007 we had run out
of stories from our 10-
day trip there to meet
her back in 2001, and
we wanted to instill
new memories and ex-

periences of the country in ourselves and Jariya.  We
were blessed to be able to spend half the time on our
own in Bangkok and Nakhon Phanom, and the other
half visiting
and travel-
ling with the
family of
Benz, the
Thai ex-
change stu-
dent who
stayed with
us during the
2001-02 aca-
demic year.
We  saw so much, experienced so much, and learned so
much that we want to return again ASAP.  We are
already saving for the next trip.

Jariya, who is now eight years old, spends most of her
free time socializing and doing things on the computer,

much like her father.
She likes wowing
the crowd and spent
much of August
2008 competing to
become the Defeat
of Jesse James Days
Junior Princess.
(She did really well,
but didn't win.)  The
Defeat of Jesse
James Days (DJJD)
are a big deal here in
Northfield and con-
sist a string of fun
and often education-
al events, including a
parade and a (loud)
reenactment of the

James-Younger gang's botched robbery of the First Na-
tional Bank of Northfield (see http://djjd.org/).  Jariya
loves the DJJD time of year, particularly the parade.
Jariya can be reached by email—in her case, at jariya@
goerwitz.com.

Richard IV, our eldest, now lives on his own at a com-
mune in southern Missouri called East Wind.  East
Wind is the sister commune to the larger and better-
known Twin Oaks (Virginia), and was founded by one
of the same people who founded Twin Oaks, Kat
Kinkade (who
just died this
year at age 77).
Unlike Twin
Oaks, which
generates its in-
come mainly
from ham-
mocks, East
Wind sustains
itself econom-
ically mainly via nut butters.  If you've ever bought al-
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mond or cashew butter from a whole food store, or
from the organic food aisle at your local grocer, you
have probably sampled an East Wind product.  Richard
IV is up for full
East Wind
membership in
March.  Ask
him about East
Wind, or about
any other com-
mune or inten-
tional com-
munity you've
read or heard
about.  He'll
likely know how they work—often from first-hand ex-
perience.  Like Jariya, Richard can be reached via
email: goerwitz@yahoo.  com  .

Amy and Richard III have spent 2008 mostly consolid-
ating their lives:  Fixing the cars, replacing the furnace,

painting here and there,
and filling the last few re-
maining open spaces in the
yard with trees and native,
food-bearing plants.  We
just passed our twenty-fifth
year of marriage, and in
fact held a “seining the
bay” party at the annual
Goerwitz family gathering
in Lewes, Delaware, to
commemorate the occa-
sion.

Richard III has continued
in his role as database ad-
ministrator and data ware-
house architect at Carleton,
and has been playing a lot

of tennis lately (3-4 times a week).  He suffered a stress
fracture in January (“Gee, doctor, why does my foot
ache when I put weight on this side?”) and had to re-

duce his playing for a few months.  But overall he's
holding up, and enjoying the sense of actually getting
better at something in middle age.

Although the economy has soured, our employer, Car-
leton College, is doing everything it can to avoid lay-
offs.  Amy still runs Carleton's Alumni Adventures
program, and regularly sends batches of happy Car-
leton alumni, and faculty, off on cruises and cool trips
all over the country, and world.  Although Carleton
makes no money on these trips, they need to staff them,
which means that Amy occasionally gets to travel.  In
October, Amy hosted a cruise along the Seine River
from Paris to Normandy, and Katie, her mother-in-law,
came along, too.  They both ended up having a great
time—even managing to avoid the gastroenteritis
(brought aboard by a fellow traveler) that ended up af-
flicting half of the passengers.

If you'd like to catch up, call us.  Or write to us at the
email addresses below.  You can also find us on Face-
book and LinkedIn.  And you can see what we've been
writing lately at http://goerwitz.name/.

Have a great 2009!

Amy, Richard, Richard, Jariya & the cats
amy@goerwitz.com, richard@goerwitz.com
g  oerwitz@yahoo.com     (R4), +1-507-645-7015  
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